
ILOILO
& GUIMARAS
T H E  H O S T ' S  G U I D E B O O K

The sweetest island in the
Philippines — and the city that
feeds it.

40 places, mapped and linked

The southern heritage trail — four Spanish-colonial churches, one UNESCO facade

Beaches, family days and the country's bike capital

Where we'd stay — two condos in Iloilo Business Park
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Carabao mango — the fruit Guimaras is famous for. Obsidian
Soul / Wikimedia Commons, CC0

A  NOT E  ON  T H I S  GU I D E B OO K

Every recommendation here is one we

actually send our guests to. Every place in

these pages is named on the maps on

pages 4–5, and every entry links straight to

Google Maps — tap it and your phone will

take you there.

See the live guidebook on Airbnb ↗
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E D I TO R ' S  L E T T E R

September belongs
to the locals

S
eptember is not the month the brochures sell

you. The mango harvest is long finished,

Dinagyang is four months away in January, and the

southwest monsoon — the habagat — is still

working its way through the afternoons. Which is

exactly why we like it.

The ferries to Guimaras are quiet. Raymen Beach

on a Tuesday belongs to whoever shows up. You

can walk into Breakthrough at seven on a Friday

and get a table by the water. The heritage churches

down the coast — Tigbauan, Guimbal, Miagao, San

Joaquin — are empty enough that you can hear

your own footsteps on the coral stone.

What September asks of you is a little flexibility.

Rain arrives in the afternoon more often than not,

and it arrives hard. So we have built this issue

around that rhythm: mornings outdoors, afternoons

with a roof, evenings out when the air has cooled

and the city is at its best. There is a page of rainy-

day options on page 6 — the same ones we use

ourselves.

The forty places in these pages are the ones we

send guests to and the ones we go back to. Every

one is pinned on the map and linked to Google

Maps. Tap and go.

Shareen Joy
Superhost · Iloilo City · Two years hosting

The Iloilo River Esplanade at dusk — the closest real attraction to
both our condos. Johngaje92 / Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA
4.0

T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

Mornings for the coast and the churches.

Afternoons for museums, malls and the

aquarium. Evenings for the Esplanade,

Festive Walk and a long seafood dinner.

Keep the ferry day flexible and watch the

weather.
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T H E  MAP  ·  PA R T  ON E

Iloilo & Guimaras
The coast road south, the ferry crossing, and the island. Every place is

named and linked — tap any pin to open Google Maps. The dashed box is

the city, mapped overleaf.

Our stays Southern trail Guimaras Family days

P A N A Y  ·  I L O I L O  P R O V I N C E

I L O I L O  S T R A I T

G U I M A R A S

CITY MAP OVERLEAF

The PalladiumThe PalladiumThe Palladium
SMDC StyleSMDC StyleSMDC Style

San Joaquin ChurchSan Joaquin ChurchSan Joaquin Church

Garin FarmGarin FarmGarin Farm

Miagao ChurchMiagao ChurchMiagao Church

Guimbal ChurchGuimbal ChurchGuimbal Church
SEAFDEC FishWorldSEAFDEC FishWorldSEAFDEC FishWorld

Tigbauan ChurchTigbauan ChurchTigbauan Church

Sol y MarSol y MarSol y Mar

Guisi LighthouseGuisi LighthouseGuisi Lighthouse

Island-hoppingIsland-hoppingIsland-hopping

Raymen BeachRaymen BeachRaymen Beach

Charles Floating RestoCharles Floating RestoCharles Floating Resto

La Puerta Al ParaizoLa Puerta Al ParaizoLa Puerta Al Paraizo

Trappist MonasteryTrappist MonasteryTrappist Monastery

Jordan WharfJordan WharfJordan Wharf

Coastline data © OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL). Pins link to Google Maps.

T H E  S O U T H E R N  T R A I L

Tigbauan, Guimbal, Miagao and

San Joaquin run in a line along

one coast road — 40 minutes to

90 minutes from the condos.

Garin Farm sits ten minutes past

San Joaquin. Full section on page

12.

GU I M A R A S

Ferries cross from Parola wharf

to Jordan in about 15 minutes for

around ₱50. The Trappist

monastery, Raymen Beach and

the floating restaurants are all

inside a half-day loop. Page 14.

FAM I LY  DAY S

SEAFDEC FishWorld and Sol y

Mar sit together on the Tigbauan

coast, 45 minutes south — a

beach day and a rainy-day

aquarium in the same trip. Page

17.
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Iloilo%20Business%20Park%2C%20Mandurriao%2C%20Iloilo%20City
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=SMDC%20Style%20Residences%2C%20Mandurriao%2C%20Iloilo%20City
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=San%20Joaquin%20Church%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Garin%20Farm%20San%20Joaquin%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Miagao%20Church
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=San%20Nicolas%20de%20Tolentino%20Parish%20Guimbal
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=SEAFDEC%20Tigbauan%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Tigbauan%20Church%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Sol%20y%20Mar%20Family%20Beach%20Resort%20Tigbauan
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Guisi%20Lighthouse%20Guimaras
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Raymen%20Beach%20Resort%20Guimaras
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Raymen%20Beach%20Resort%20Guimaras
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Charles%20Floating%20Restaurant%20Nueva%20Valencia%20Guimaras
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=La%20Puerta%20Al%20Paraizo%20Resort%20Nueva%20Valencia%20Guimaras
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Trappist%20Monastery%20Guimaras
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Jordan%20Wharf%20Guimaras


T H E  MAP  ·  PA R T  TWO

Iloilo City
Mandurriao, Molo, Jaro and the old commercial district. Both our condos

sit in Iloilo Business Park, marked in red.

Our stays Food & drink City heritage City life Active & cycling

The PalladiumThe PalladiumThe Palladium

SMDC StyleSMDC StyleSMDC Style

Bugoy'sBugoy'sBugoy's
BreakthroughBreakthroughBreakthrough

Tatoy'sTatoy'sTatoy's

Sunset BoulevardSunset BoulevardSunset Boulevard

Molo ChurchMolo ChurchMolo Church
Santa Ana ChurchSanta Ana ChurchSanta Ana Church

Molo MansionMolo MansionMolo Mansion

Megaworld BlvdMegaworld BlvdMegaworld Blvd

Vikings BuffetVikings BuffetVikings Buffet

Theo'sTheo'sTheo's
Bigby'sBigby'sBigby's

SM CitySM CitySM City

Akamon RamenAkamon RamenAkamon Ramen

Festive WalkFestive WalkFestive Walk

Jaro CathedralJaro CathedralJaro Cathedral

DOIS SeafoodDOIS SeafoodDOIS Seafood

Bourbon StreetBourbon StreetBourbon Street

Bike NetworkBike NetworkBike Network

EsplanadeEsplanadeEsplanade

Sports ComplexSports ComplexSports Complex

National MuseumNational MuseumNational Museum

Museo IloiloMuseo IloiloMuseo Iloilo

Calle RealCalle RealCalle Real
Economic History MuseumEconomic History MuseumEconomic History Museum

Coastline data © OpenStreetMap contributors (ODbL). Pins link to Google Maps.

ON  OU R  DOO R S T E P

Festive Walk, Akamon, Bourbon

Street and the Megaworld

boulevards are a walk from both

condos. SM City and Vikings are

ten minutes north.

T H E  H E R I TAG E  R I N G

Molo, Jaro and the Calle Real

museums sit on three sides of

the centre — none more than 20

minutes away, and most of them

free. Page 10.

T H E  S E A F OO D  COA S T

Tatoy's, Breakthrough and

Bugoy's line the western shore in

Villa Arevalo, about 20 minutes

out. Go at sunset. Page 8.
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Iloilo%20Business%20Park%2C%20Mandurriao%2C%20Iloilo%20City
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=SMDC%20Style%20Residences%2C%20Mandurriao%2C%20Iloilo%20City
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Bugoy%27s%20Seafood%20Resto%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Breakthrough%20Restaurant%20Iloilo
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Santa%20Ana%20Parish%20Molo%20Iloilo
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Megaworld%20Boulevard%20Mandurriao%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Vikings%20SM%20City%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Theo%27s%20Restaurant%20Bakery%20SM%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Bigby%27s%20Cafe%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=SM%20City%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Akamon%20Ramen%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Festive%20Walk%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Jaro%20Cathedral%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=DOIS%20Seafood%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Bourbon%20Street%20Bar%20and%20Grill%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Iloilo%20River%20Esplanade%20bike%20lane
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Iloilo%20River%20Esplanade
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Iloilo%20Sports%20Complex
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=National%20Museum%20of%20the%20Philippines%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Museo%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Calle%20Real%20Iloilo%20City
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Museum%20of%20Philippine%20Economic%20History%20Iloilo


S E A S ON

September in Iloilo

S
eptember sits inside the wet season, and the

southwest monsoon — the habagat — is the

defining fact of the month. Expect warm, humid

days in the low thirties, and rain that tends to arrive

in the afternoon rather than lasting all day.

It is rarely a washout. Most September days give

you a bright, usable morning, a heavy hour or two

after lunch, and a clear, cooled-down evening. Plan

accordingly and you will barely notice it; plan a rigid

itinerary and it will beat you.

T H R E E  R U L E S  WE  L I V E  B Y

1. Do the coast in the morning. The southern

churches, Guimaras, the beaches — all of it before

noon if you can.

2. Keep the ferry day flexible. Crossings to

Guimaras are suspended in rough weather. Have a

Plan B and go on the calm day, not the scheduled

one.

3. Carry the small things. A folding umbrella,

sandals you do not mind soaking, and cash —

outside the malls, cards are not universal.

AN D  ON E  T H I N G  TO  S K I P

Dinagyang, the city's great festival, is in January,

not September. If a listing promises you a

September festival, it is selling you something.

WHEN  T H E  R A I N  W I N S

Six roofs worth having

SEAFDEC FishWorld aquarium · Museum of

Philippine Economic History · National

Museum Iloilo · Museo Iloilo · SM City Iloilo ·

Festive Walk's covered arcades. All are air-

conditioned, and four of the six are free.

Mandurriao across the strait. Patrickroque01 / Wikimedia
Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0

T Y P HOON  S E A S ON ,  HON E S T LY

The Philippines sits in a typhoon belt and

September is inside the active window. Iloilo

is more often sideswiped than hit directly,

but if a storm signal is raised, ferries stop

and plans change. Check PAGASA each

morning — and message us. We live here,

and we will tell you honestly whether to go.
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La Paz batchoy, the noodle soup born in this city. Ralff Nestor Nacor / Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0

loilo is a food city before it is anything else. It

gave the country La Paz batchoy — pork broth,

noodles, chicharon crushed over the top — and

pancit molo, the dumpling soup named for the

district that invented it. Eat both on day one, in the

districts they are named for, and the city starts

making sense.

After that it is seafood. The coast west of the city is

lined with open-air houses where the catch comes

in that morning and is cooked simply — grilled, or

soured into sinigang, or turned into kinilaw with

vinegar and ginger. Tatoy's and Breakthrough are

the institutions; Bugoy's has the sunset. None of

them require a reservation on a weekday, and all of

them expect you to share.

Then there is the newer city — the ramen counter in

Megaworld, the Italian bakery at the mall, the buffet

that Ilonggo families book for birthdays. It is a

young cafe town layered on top of an old cooking

town, and both halves are worth your time.

T H E  F O O D  C I T Y

Batchoy, and
everything after
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T H E  F O O D  C I T Y

By the water

Evening on the Iloilo River Esplanade. Johngaje92 / Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0

Tatoy's Manokan and Seafood

Native chicken and morning-caught seafood on the

beach — Tatoy's has fed Iloilo for decades, cooked in

traditional Ilonggo styles. Go with a group; the portions

assume you brought one.

40 locals recommend

Open in Google Maps ↗

Breakthrough Restaurant

Fresh seafood cooked the traditional Ilonggo way,

served in Villa Arevalo close enough to the water to

hear it. A short drive from the city, and worth the trip at

sunset.

44 locals recommend

Open in Google Maps ↗

Bugoy's Seafood Resto

Grilled seabass, adobong pusit and buttered shrimp in a

woodsy room with big windows facing Guimaras. Easy

parking and a playground for children. Best at sunset,

when the light goes gold over the strait.

7 locals recommend

Open in Google Maps ↗

DOIS Seafood Bar and Big Plates

The newer entry on the seafood circuit — Ilonggo

classics scaled up to big shared plates, without the

drive out of town.

Open in Google Maps ↗
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Tatoy%27s%20Manokan%20and%20Seafoods%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Tatoy%27s%20Manokan%20and%20Seafoods%20Iloilo
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T H E  F O O D  C I T Y

In the new city
Akamon Ramen & Sushi

Proper tonkotsu in the Megaworld district, minutes from

both our condos — the wet-evening dinner we default

to.

Open in Google Maps ↗

Bigby's Cafe

An Iloilo institution for big American-Filipino comfort

plates in a cheerfully cluttered room. Order the Rack-a-

Bye-Baby ribs or the CDO sinuglaw.

Open in Google Maps ↗

Vikings Luxury Buffet

An enormous international buffet at SM City Southpoint:

sushi bars, carving stations, live counters and a wall of

desserts. Book ahead for weekend dinners and come

genuinely hungry.

Open in Google Maps ↗

Theo's Restaurant & Bakery

Handmade pasta, wood-fired pizza and freshly baked

bread alongside classic pastries. Cosy enough for a

casual lunch, handsome enough for a date.

Open in Google Maps ↗

Bourbon Street Bar and Grill

Smallville's dining and nightlife anchor: an American-

inspired menu, live music and a serious drinks list.

Open in Google Maps ↗

S TAY  WHE R E  T H E  F O O D  I S

Akamon, Bigby's, Vikings, Theo's and the whole Festive Walk parade are within a ten-minute walk or

ride of both our condos in Iloilo Business Park. On a wet evening that matters more than you would

think.

The Palladium — see the listing ↗ SMDC Style — see the listing ↗
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Akamon%20Ramen%20Iloilo
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Akamon%20Ramen%20Iloilo
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C I T Y  H E R I TAG E

Calle Real

The commercial heritage district along J.M. Basa Street. Ralph1993 / Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0

I
loilo got rich on sugar and textiles, and it built

accordingly. The proof is still standing along

J.M. Basa Street — Calle Real — where art deco

and neoclassical facades run block after block,

most of them still in use as shops and offices rather

than preserved behind glass.

Walk it in the morning, then step into the Museum of

Philippine Economic History in the restored

Ynchausti building to find out how the money was

actually made. It is free and air-conditioned — one

of the better places to be when the afternoon rain

starts. Closed Mondays.
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C I T Y  H E R I TAG E

Churches, mansions
and museums

Molo Church. Philip Nalangan / Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 4.0 Jaro Cathedral. Ralff Nestor Nacor / Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-

SA 4.0

Santa Ana Parish, Molo

A Gothic-Renaissance coral-stone church known as the

“feminist church” — all sixteen saints lining the nave are

women. The easiest heritage stop in the city, and best

paired with a bowl of pancit molo.

47 locals recommend

Open in Google Maps ↗

Molo Mansion

A restored 1926 heritage mansion facing Molo Church,

now home to a cafe and local craft shops. Free to enter

and one of the prettiest photo stops in the city.

47 locals recommend

Open in Google Maps ↗

National Shrine of Our Lady of Candles

The seat of the Church in Western Visayas and,

famously, a cathedral whose belfry stands across the

street from the church. Climb to the Marian image on

the facade, then walk Jaro Plaza.

54 locals recommend

Open in Google Maps ↗

Museum of Philippine Economic History

Housed in the restored 1920s Ynchausti building on

Calle Real, this National Museum branch traces how

sugar, textiles and trade built Iloilo. Free, air-

conditioned, closed Mondays.

Open in Google Maps ↗

National Museum of the Philippines —

Iloilo

The best place to see the Oton Gold Death Mask, the

pre-colonial burial mask excavated in Oton in 1967.

Gallery 2 opened in 2023. Free admission, closed

Mondays.

Open in Google Maps ↗

Museo Iloilo

The first government-built museum outside Manila,

holding pre-colonial gold, burial jars and religious

carving from across Panay. Small enough to see

properly in an hour.

25 locals recommend

Open in Google Maps ↗

Calle Real ( J.M. Basa Street)

A heritage zone of grand old commercial buildings, with

cafes and stalls at street level — the facades above

them tell the story of Iloilo's sugar money.

Open in Google Maps ↗
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Santa%20Ana%20Parish%20Molo%20Iloilo
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O

Santo Tomás de Villanueva, Miagao — a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Bert Andone / Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0

ne road runs southwest out of Iloilo City

along the coast, and strung along it are four

of the finest Spanish-colonial churches in the

Philippines. You can drive the whole thing in a

morning, or take a Ceres bus from Molo terminal

and do it slowly.

Go in order: Tigbauan at forty minutes, Guimbal at

fifty, Miagao at an hour and a quarter, San Joaquin

at ninety minutes. Miagao is the UNESCO site and

the reason most people come — its yellow

sandstone facade carves St. Christopher into a

coconut tree, Spanish Baroque rewritten in a Filipino

idiom. San Joaquin is the strange one: the only

church facade in the country that depicts a battle

rather than a saint.

All four are free to enter. Pair San Joaquin with

Garin Farm, ten minutes away, and you have a full

and genuinely memorable day.

T H E  S O U T H E R N  T R A I L

Four churches,
one coast road
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T H E  S O U T H E R N  T R A I L

Stop by stop

San Joaquin. Shubert Ciencia from Nueva Ecija, Philippines /

Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 2.0

Tigbauan. Patrickroque01 / Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0

Santo Tomás de Villanueva, Miagao

A UNESCO World Heritage Site and the church every

photographer in the country knows — its yellow

sandstone facade carves St. Christopher into a coconut

tree, a Filipino twist on Spanish Baroque. Free entry; go

mid-morning when the light hits the facade.

22 locals recommend · 1 hr 15 min from the condos

Open in Google Maps ↗

San Joaquin Parish Church

The only church in the Philippines whose facade shows

a battle, not a saint: a coral-stone relief of the 1859

Spanish victory at Tetuan, Morocco. The Campo Santo

cemetery on the hill nearby is worth the extra stop.

1 hr 30 min from the condos

Open in Google Maps ↗

Guimbal Church

Built from golden yellow sandstone quarried in

Guimaras, this is the warmest-looking church on the

coast, especially in late afternoon light. Look for the

Spanish-era watchtowers along the shoreline.

50 min from the condos

Open in Google Maps ↗

Tigbauan Church

An 1867 coral-stone church with an ornate Baroque

facade and, inside, a striking mosaic sanctuary added in

1994 — unlike anything else on the coast. The natural

first stop heading south.

40 min from the condos

Open in Google Maps ↗

Garin Farm

Iloilo's most photographed day trip: a hillside farm-

resort where 456 white steps climb to the “Stairway to

Heaven”. Entrance around ₱400–500; start before 9am

to beat the heat, and wear real shoes.

15 locals recommend · 1.5–2 hrs from the condos

Open in Google Maps ↗

DO I N G  I T  W I T HOU T  A  CA R

Ceres buses leave Molo terminal through the day for the southern towns. Tell the conductor which church

you want and they will drop you at the door. Coming back, flag anything heading north on the highway.
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G

A cove in Nueva Valencia, Guimaras. A.C.T. Alejandre / Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0

uimaras is close enough to see from the city

and far enough to feel like a different

country. Ferries leave Parola wharf through the day

and cross to Jordan in about fifteen minutes for

around fifty pesos. Hire a tricycle or van at the

wharf and loop the island in half a day.

What you are here for: mangoes that genuinely

taste better than mangoes elsewhere, coves with

almost no one on them, a working Cistercian

monastery whose shop sells the best pasalubong in

the region, and a lunch eaten barefoot on a bamboo

platform moored offshore.

Bring cash — ATMs are scarce past Jordan. And

check the weather: crossings stop when the strait

gets rough, which in September it sometimes does.

T H E  I S L A N D

Fifteen minutes
across the water
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GU I M A R A S

The half-day loop

Guimaras Island

Mangoes with a serious claim to being the world's

sweetest grow here, and the island has stayed

gloriously undeveloped: white coves, limestone islets

and roads winding through mango orchards, with

almost nothing built taller than the trees.

26 locals recommend

Trappist Monastery

The only Cistercian monastery in the Philippines, where

the monks keep a life of silence, work and prayer.

Visitors are welcome at Mass and to walk the gardens,

but the shop is the real draw: mango jams, piaya and

candies made by the monks — the best pasalubong on

the island. Dress modestly and keep your voice low.

Open in Google Maps ↗

Raymen Beach, Alubihod

The island's best-loved white-sand beach, on a calm

shallow cove, and the launch point for island-hopping

boats out to Guisi and the islets. Come on a weekday if

you can, and negotiate the boat rate before you board.

Open in Google Maps ↗

Charles Floating Restaurant

A bamboo cottage moored offshore where lunch is

whatever the boat brought in that morning, eaten

barefoot over the water with a rope swing off the deck.

Go on a calm, clear day; order the grilled fish and a

mango shake.

Open in Google Maps ↗

La Puerta Al Paraizo

Twenty rooms across ten cottages on a headland in

Nueva Valencia, with the pool and restaurant looking

out over the channel. Quieter than the Alubihod resorts

— ask for a cottage on the view side.

Open in Google Maps ↗

G E T T I N G  T H E R E

Parola wharf → Jordan. ~15 min, ~₱50,

boats through the day. About 20 minutes

from the condos to the wharf. Bring cash

and check the weather before you set out.

Jordan Wharf on Google Maps ↗

T H E  MANGO  T R U T H

Guimaras carabao mangoes are protected

by strict quarantine rules — no mango

material enters the island. It is why the fruit

stayed as good as it did. Buy jams and dried

mango at the Trappist shop; buy fresh fruit

at the roadside.
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AC T I V E  I L O I L O

Ride the capital

I
loilo has spent a decade building protected bike

lanes, and it now claims the title of the

country's cycling capital with a straight face. The

network links the River Esplanade, the University

Loop and Sunset Boulevard, with racks at the

Esplanade so you can stop and walk.

It is flat, it is scenic, and it is as safe as urban

cycling gets in the Philippines. If you ride at home,

ride here. If you do not, this is a forgiving place to

start.

Runners get the same infrastructure. The

Esplanade at dawn is full of them, and Sunset

Boulevard at dusk is the city's unofficial evening

gathering.

T I M I N G

Ride or run before 8am, or after 5pm. Between

those hours in September the heat and the humidity

will find you out. Carry more water than you think.

Iloilo City Bike Network

The protected network itself — Esplanade to University

Loop to Sunset Boulevard, with racks at the Esplanade

so you can stop and walk. Ride early: by nine the heat

is real.

Flat · Beginner-friendly

Open in Google Maps ↗

Iloilo Sunset Boulevard

Just shy of five kilometres of coastal road along the

Iloilo Strait, and the city's favourite place to run, ride or

simply watch the light go. Cyclists, joggers and families

share it every evening.

4.99 km · Coastal

Open in Google Maps ↗

Megaworld Boulevard

Wide, car-light avenues wrapping Iloilo Business Park

— the easiest early-morning jog or beginner ride, and it

starts at our front door.

Steps from both condos

Open in Google Maps ↗

Iloilo Sports Complex

The city's public athletics hub in La Paz: an oval track,

football pitch and swimming pool, busy with local clubs

in the late afternoon.

Track · Pool · Pitch

Open in Google Maps ↗

F R OM  OU R  DOO R

Both condos sit inside Iloilo Business Park,

which means wide, low-traffic boulevards

from the moment you step out — and the

Esplanade is a short ride away.
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W I T H  CH I L D R E N

Bring the children

Guimbal, on the southern coast road — one of the four churches on the family day out. Ryomaandres / Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA
4.0

SEAFDEC FishWorld

A marine science museum and aquarium run by

SEAFDEC's research station — comfortably the best

rainy-day stop with children on this coast. Open

weekdays 8–12 and 1–5; weekends by appointment.

Around ₱50 for adults and ₱30 for children, seniors and

PWD. Call ahead to confirm.

45 min south

Open in Google Maps ↗

Sol y Mar Family Beach Resort

A rustic, tree-shaded beach property in Tigbauan with

cottages, dipping pools, pavilions and a pizzeria facing

the sea — a full beach day without the ferry crossing.

Near-empty on weekdays.

45 min south

Open in Google Maps ↗

Island-hopping from Alubihod

Boats run from Raymen Beach out to Guisi and the

limestone islets — the single best half-day a family can

have on Guimaras. Life vests are provided; negotiate the

rate before boarding.

Guimaras

Open in Google Maps ↗

Garin Farm

456 white steps, farm animals and a panoramic view

over the sea. A full day out that older children will still

be talking about at dinner; start early and carry water.

1.5–2 hrs south

Open in Google Maps ↗

WET  A F T E R NOON ,  SMA L L  CH I L D R E N

SEAFDEC FishWorld first, then the mall. Both

are indoors, both are cheap, and both survive

a downpour.

B OT H  OU R  CONDO S

Pool access, fast Wi-Fi and a kitchen — the

three things that make travelling with children

survivable.
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A quiet, warmly lit studio in the middle of Iloilo

Business Park — which means Festive Walk, the

ramen counters, the malls and the Esplanade are all

a walk or a very short ride away. Fast Wi-Fi that

holds a video call, a pool downstairs, and a balcony

for the evening.

It is the address we recommend to first-time visitors:

all three of our perfect days start and end within a

short walk of this door.

GU E S T  FAVO U R I T E

Airbnb's badge for its most consistently loved

homes, earned on ratings alone.

✓ Fast Wi-Fi · ✓ Pool · ✓ Kitchen

✓ Steps from Festive Walk

✓ Superhost, two years hosting

BOOK  THE  PALLADIUM  →

airbnb.com/h/9mnwmegaworld

WHE R E  WE ' D  S TAY  ·  0 1

The Palladium
Entire condo · Iloilo Business Park · 2 guests · 1 bedroom · 1 bath
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A bright studio with a pool and a skyline view, in the

same Mandurriao district — close to SM City, the

Esplanade and the business park, with the same

easy access to everything in these pages.

Built for the longer stay: morning laps in the pool, the

skyline from the window, and SM City and the

Esplanade within easy reach.

L I S T I N G  H I G H L I G H T S

Dive right in. Beautiful, walkable, and one of the few

pools in the district.

✓ Pool & skyline view · ✓ Fast Wi-Fi

✓ Kitchen · ✓ Walkable district

✓ Superhost, two years hosting

BOOK  SMDC  STYLE  →

airbnb.com/rooms/1719434136788733157

WHE R E  WE ' D  S TAY  ·  0 2

SMDC Style Residences
Entire condo · Mandurriao · 2 guests · 1 bedroom · 1 bath
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P R AC T I CA L

The page to screenshot

Getting around Grab works well in the city.

Jeepneys and modern

minibuses run the main

corridors; tricycles handle short

hops. For the southern

churches, Ceres buses leave

Molo terminal through the day.

To Guimaras Ferries from Parola wharf to

Jordan, roughly every hour

through the day, ~15 minutes,

around ₱50. Suspended in

rough weather.

Money Cash outside the malls. ATMs

are easy in the city and scarce

on Guimaras — draw before

you cross.

Weather Check PAGASA each morning

in September. Afternoon rain is

normal; storm signals are not.

Language Hiligaynon is the local

language; English is spoken

almost everywhere. Madamo

gid nga salamat — thank you

very much.

Airport Iloilo International, about 40

minutes from the condos. Grab

is reliable; book it the night

before for an early flight.

Tipping Not obligatory. Rounding up, or

ten percent for good service, is

generous and appreciated.

Safety Iloilo is one of the safer cities in

the country. Normal city sense

applies; the Esplanade and

Business Park are busy and

well-lit at night.

E AT  T H I S ,  AT  L E A S T  ONC E

La Paz batchoy — the noodle soup born

here.

Pancit molo — dumpling soup from Molo

district.

Kinilaw or sinuglaw — raw fish, vinegar,

ginger.

Guimaras mango — in any form you find it.

Piaya from the Trappist shop.

Mandurriao from the balcony at SMDC Style Residences.

A S K  U S

We live here. Message us through Airbnb

before or during your stay — about the

weather, the ferry, a table, or where to go

on a wet Tuesday. We would rather you

asked.
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I T I N E R A RY

Three perfect days

Built around September weather: coast in the morning, shelter in the afternoon,

the city in the evening.

01 The city, slowly

Morning Batchoy in La Paz, then Calle Real on

foot and the Museum of Philippine

Economic History.

Afternoon National Museum Iloilo (free) and

Museo Iloilo (a small fee, worth it) —

both air-conditioned, both closed

Mondays.

Late Molo Church and Molo Mansion, then

pancit molo where it was invented.

Evening The Esplanade at sunset, dinner at

Festive Walk.

02 South to Miagao

Early On the road by 7. Tigbauan Church,

then Guimbal.

Mid-morning Miagao — the UNESCO facade, best in

morning light.

Lunch San Joaquin, then the Campo Santo on

the hill.

Afternoon Garin Farm, ten minutes away (the

steps are hot by now — pace yourself),

or SEAFDEC FishWorld if it rains.

Evening Back north for seafood at Breakthrough

or Tatoy's.

03 Across to Guimaras

Early Parola wharf, first calm boat to Jordan.

Check the weather the night before.

Morning Hire a van at the wharf. Trappist

Monastery for pasalubong.

Midday Raymen Beach at Alubihod, or a floating

lunch at Charles.

Afternoon Island-hop to Guisi and the islets —

negotiate the rate first.

Evening Ferry back, dinner at Bugoy's for the

sunset over the strait.

I F  YOU  ON LY  HAV E  ON E  DAY

Do Day 2. The southern trail is the thing this

region has that nowhere else does, and

Miagao alone justifies the drive. Guimaras

runs it close — but it needs a calm strait,

and Day 2 needs nothing.

B A S E  YOU R S E L F  WE L L

All three days start and end in Mandurriao.

Both our condos sit at the centre of it.

The Palladium ↗

SMDC Style Residences ↗
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CO LO P HON

Credits & sources

P H OTOG R A P H Y

Interior and property photographs are our own.

Location photography is reproduced from

Wikimedia Commons under the licences noted

below.

Batchoy from Iloilo City, Aug 2024.jpg

Ralff Nestor Nacor · CC BY-SA 4.0 · Source ↗

Iloilo Calle Real.jpg

Ralph1993 · CC BY-SA 4.0 · Source ↗

Iloilo River Esplanade Sunrise.jpg

Johngaje92 · CC BY-SA 4.0 · Source ↗

Beach in Nueva Valencia, Guimaras.jpg

A.C.T. Alejandre · CC BY-SA 4.0 · Source ↗

Guimbal Church facade.jpg

Ryomaandres · CC BY-SA 4.0 · Source ↗

Iloilo Mandurriao skyline Iloilo Strait (Iloilo City; 11-28-

2024).jpg

Patrickroque01 · CC BY-SA 4.0 · Source ↗

Jaro Cathedral, Iloilo City, Aug 2024 (2).jpg

Ralff Nestor Nacor · CC BY-SA 4.0 · Source ↗

Carabao mangoes (Philippines).jpg

Obsidian Soul · CC0 · Source ↗

The Fortress Church of Miagao.jpg

Bert Andone · CC BY-SA 4.0 · Source ↗

Molo Church Iloilo City.jpg

Philip Nalangan · CC BY 4.0 · Source ↗

San Joaquin, Iloilo church (S. Ciencia) - Flickr.jpg

Shubert Ciencia from Nueva Ecija, Philippines · CC BY 2.0 ·

Source ↗

Tigbauan Church (Allera Street, Tigbauan, Iloilo; 01-26-

2023).jpg

Patrickroque01 · CC BY-SA 4.0 · Source ↗

CA R TOG R A P H Y

Maps on pages 4–5 were drawn for this issue from

OpenStreetMap coastline data, © OpenStreetMap

contributors, available under the Open Database

Licence (ODbL). Place pins link to Google Maps.

E D I TO R I A L

Recommendations are drawn from our own Airbnb

guidebook and from places we visit ourselves.

Opening hours, fares and prices were correct at the

time of writing and change without notice —

confirm anything time-critical before you travel.

The live guidebook on Airbnb ↗

S TAY  W I T H  U S

The Palladium — Iloilo Business Park ↗

SMDC Style Residences — Mandurriao ↗

Iloilo

& Guimaras
September 2026 · Published for our guests.
Hosted by Shareen Joy · Superhost
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